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Why Liens Exist 

Sunnyslope County Water District is a California special district that provides essential public 

water services. Under California law, special districts are authorized to place liens on properties 

when water service charges remain unpaid. This ensures the District can recover costs while 

continuing to serve the community. 

Legal Authority 

California law allows public water agencies to place liens for unpaid water service charges, 

including California Government Code §§ 61115–61115.5, California Water Code §§ 31110–

31111, and applicable District ordinances and policies. 

Property Owner Notification 

If a tenant becomes delinquent on water payments, the District is required to notify the property 

owner. Liens attach to the property itself, and property owners have a right to be informed when 

their property may be subject to a lien. 

Landlord Responsibility 

If a tenant moves out with an unpaid balance, the remaining charges become the responsibility of 

the property owner. Water service charges are tied to the property, not the individual occupant. 

Lien Fee 

A $50.00 lien filing fee is applied to the account at the time the lien is recorded to cover 

administrative and recording costs. 

Lien Release 

Liens are released as soon as the account balance is paid in full. Once payment is received and 

processed, the District will record the lien release. 

Lien Placed in Error 

If a lien is placed on your property and your account is current, please contact our office. The 

District will review the account and, if confirmed, release the lien within five (5) business days. 

Questions or Assistance 

We encourage early communication. Please contact our office if you have questions or concerns 

regarding your account. 

Sunnyslope County Water District 

3570 Airline Hwy, Hollister CA 95023 

Phone: (831)-637-4670 

Email: billing@sunnyslopewater.org 


